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I. Summary of Events
A. Location of Release

The release of CERCLA designated waste occurred north of Grant
Road and west of State Route 249 1in the northern portion of
Bouston, Harris County, Texas. The property is a generally flat,
heavily vegitated lot. The site congists of two geparately owned
and properties owned by R.R. Betz Interests, Inc. and Power Pak,
Inc.

B. Cauzse of the Release

The 8ite became a release azs the result of a midnight dumping in
1987.

C. Initial Situation

DPuring the initial investigation on 25 June 1987, the Technical
Assistance Team (TAT) identified approximately fifty drums in the
heavily wooded area. The drums were 1in wvarious stages of
deterioration. Some of the drums were marked as "Anhydrous
Aluminum Chloride'". While none appeared to be leaking, several
were open. Composite soil samples were collected from near the
drums on 29 June 1987. While acid/base neutral analysis was
inconclusive, the metal analysis showed elevated concentrations
of lead, mercury and =zinc. The EPA and TAT conducted drum
sampling operations on 22 September 1987. The results indicated
that xylene, toluene, trichloroethene, 1lead, chromium and other
non-specific organic compounds were present. Following these
assessments, in accordance with the National Contingency Plan
(NCP), the EPA On-Scene Coordinator (08C) determined that a
potential imminent and substantial threat to the public health
and welfare did exist due to the presence of the deteriorating
drums .

D. Efforts to Obtain a PRP Response

In late spring of 1987, +the EPA contacted the R.R. Betz Co. to
inform them of the presence of the deteriorating drums and to
determine their intentions concerning the remediation of the
gite, After a more careful examination of property lines, it was
determined that the site was partially owned by the R.R. Betz
Co., and partially owned by Power Pak 1Inc. On 31 August 1988
Power Pak told the EPA that it claimed no responsibility for the
waste but stated they "will do their best" to comply with the EPA
request to clean up the site.



On 22 November 1988 after a lengthy discourse with EPA-OSC - David
Dodgen concerning appropriate action for the site, the R.R. Betz
Co. informed the EPA of their intentions to conduct the removal
themselves and requested time to get bids from contractors. On 29
August 1989 R.R. Betz Co. chose ENACT to perform the site
remediation. On 16 October 1989 the EPA was Iinformed by Mr.
Gerald K. Payte, an attorney 1n Houston Texas, that Power Pak Co.
Inc. would be unable to comply with the administrative order to
remediate the site because of the excessive costs of removal and
because the drums were illegally dumped upon his property. Power
Pak did, however, state that they would allow the EPA access to
the property if they wished to perform a removal.

(OSC input required)

Oon 1% November 1989 OSC Guerra met with Mr. Kent Van Riper of
ENACT and observed the overpacking and securing of 17 drums on
the Betz property. On 22 November 1989 0OSC Guerra contacted
Gerald Payte, the attorney for Power Pak Inc., and confirmed the
fact that they were allowing the EPA access to the property where
the drums were located., On 13 December 1989 the R.R. Betz Co.
submitted a workplan to EPA-0SC Guerra for site remediation
proposing to use ELTEX for the waste disposal. On 9 March 1990
R.R. Betz Co. informed 0SC Guerra that the site remained secure
but that their environmental consultant, Gene Kliewer, moved from
ENACT to ACS Labs, and that ELTEX had refused the waste they were
trying to dispose of. Rollins Environmental Services of Deer Park
Tx. was reviewing the waste stream for acceptance. As of 18 May
1990, the PRP R.R. Betz Co. is waiting for approval from Rollins,
Inc. to dispose of their waste stream,

E. Organization of the Response

The Texas Water Commission (TWC) performed the initial site
investigation in May of 1987. They were not, however, willing to
commit state funds for the cleanup of the site due to higher
pricrities at other sites. The TWC met with the EPA and TAT on 29
June 1987 for an on-site inspection.

(OSC input required)

F. Resources committed

The OSC for the site was initially David Dodgen. OSC Gary Guerra
agsumed responsibility for the site in the fall of 1989 after OSC
Dodgen left the EPA. On 21 November 1989 a delivery order was
issued to the Emergency Response Clean-up Services (ERCS)
contractor, Riedel Environmental Services for the amount of
$100,000.00 to provide manpower, equipment and services for the
removal effort.



AT ection Document (TDD) authorizin.rman-hours
arndWwas issued to the Technical Assistance Team (TAT)
contractor Ecology and Enviromment, Inc. on 22 November 1989. A
total of $47,100.00 was alloted for intramural costs. The total
costs of the actions taken as of 19 June 1990 were as follows:
ERCS Riedel Environmental: $54,153.59, TAT Ecology and
Environment: $5,421.94, other: $2,595,

(Final Cost Requires OSC Input)

G. Contacts Regarding Effects Upon Natural Resources

No injury to the designated natural resources was observed.
Notice of damage to natural resource trustees was not released
because no damage occurred. '

(0sSC input required)

I. Threat Abatement Actions

A summary of the type and quantity of materials removed on 19
June 1990 from the property of Power Pak, Inc. are ag follows:
four - 55 gal. drums classified as waste flammable liquid, four -
55 gal. drums classified as hazardous waste liguid, and twenty-
three - 55 gal. drums classified as hazardous waste solid/liquid.

On 27 November 1989 the EPA 0SC, TAT and ERCS met at the Grant
Road Site to reconfirm the scope of work. Full scale mobilization
began at this time.

A command post was established and ERCS began to clear the brush
and locate drums. TAT performed initial air monitoring, with the
OVA, recording nothing above background levels in the breathing
zone. A total of twenty-eight (28) drums were located and access
to them cleared by the afternoon. Seventeen (17) drums that had
been overpacked by the PRP were also located and documented. A
"roadway'" had been cleared through the vegetation to facilitate
drum handling and staging operations.

The drums were in fair condition, however, some were open and had
accumuilated rain water, On 28 November 1989 overpacking
operations were performed by ERCS without incident. None of the
drumg were leaking and only one area showed signs of tainted
soil. The open drums that contained liquid were carefully
overpacked using the fork~lift to avoid any spillage. All
overpacked drums were staged on a concrete pad that was located
on gite, The drums were numbered for identification and
sampling purposes.
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Oon 29 November 1989 ERCS prepared for drum sampling operations.
A portable hood and lab bench was set up for hazard
categorization. Drum sampling was performed in Level B. Sampling
was completed without incident and the drums were finally staged
in a cleared area,

Hazard Categorization tests were performed on all the drum
contents and samples were sent to a private laboratory for
analysis. A list of the hazard categorization results and the
analytical results are attached. ERCS excavated potentially
contaminated soll from the areas where the drums had been. The
g0il was placed in 55 gallon drums and staged with the overpacked
drums. After the excavation of these areas, TAT collected four
composite scoll samples for cleanup confirmation. These samples
were signed over to ERCS to be sent to the lab along with the
samples of the drum contents.

The following day ERCS erected a chalin link fence around the
overpacked drums for security purposes. The gite was c¢cleaned up
and preparations for demobilization were made,

J. Treatment/Disposal/Alternative Technology Approaches

Non-innovative technologies were employed for this removal
action.
(OSC input required)

K. Public Information/ Community Relations Activities
{OSC input required)

I1. Effectiveness of Removal Actions
A. Actions Taken by Responsible Parties

The potentially responsible party (PRP) for the northern portion
of the site, R.R. Betz, Inc. (18 drums) has maintained contact
with the EPA-0SC. As of 18 May 1990 the R.R. Betz Co. has had 17
of the 18 drums overpacked and are waiting for approval for
disposal of the waste stream from Rollins Envirommental Services
of Deer Park, Texas. The drums remain secured on site.

‘The PRP for the southern portion of the site (31 drums), Power
Pak, Inc. told the EPA on 16 October 1989 that they will be
unable to comply with the administrative order because of the
excegsive cost of removal. They did, however allow the EPA
complete access to their property in order to perform the removal
actions,



B. Actions Taken by State and Local Forces

The Texas Water Commission (TWC) did the initial site
investigation and met with the EPA and TAT for an on-site
inspection.

C. Actions Téken by Federal Agencies and Special Teams

The EPA Emergency Response Branch (ERB) provided the lead for
this CERCLA funded removal action. The duties of the 0SC included
coordinating with state agencies, monitoring the PRPs and
monitoring the contractor cleanup efforts. 0SC Dodgen maintained
contact with the PRPs through the early part of their decision
making process. O0SC Guerra performed contractor monitoring, as
well as monitoring the efforts of the PRPs.

D. Contractors, Private Groups and Volunteers

The Emergency Response Cleanup Services (ERCS) Contractor
provided personnel for the response actions. ERCS also procured
the use of on gite equipment such as forklifts, a tractor, and a
bushwacker. ERCS supplied an emergency response trailer for use
as a command post. ERCS supplied technical expertise for
sampling, overpacking, staging, and hazard categorization of all
drums on site. ERCS supplied a forced alr ventilated fumehood for
on-site hazard categorization actions. ERCS procurred analytical
services for characterizing the waste streams as well as a
transporter and a contract for off-site disposal of all drums
found at the site. ERCS sgelected appropriate and cost effective
disposal options for each waste stream.

TAT provided from one to three personnel for the removal. TAT
provided technical and administrative support to the 0SC such as
preparing and maintaining site records, monitoring and
documenting ERCS activities, performing RCMS cost tracking,
performing area air monitoring, photodocumentation, and the
preparation of site maps and reports.

Difficulties Encountered

Due to the fact that the PRP R.R. Betz had no previous experience
in hazardous waste, a longer than normal time was needed in order
for them to contract a response action.

(08C input required)

Recommendations
{0OSC input required)
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TDD#:__T06-8911-16 Pg. 1 of 17

PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS {4

Boyce/Zeigler

DATE/TIME/DIRECTION
27 November 1989, 1525 hours, West

COMMENTS: ERCS clearing a roadway for '

ease of drum staging.

PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS f 5

RIEDEL 4 H Zeigler/Boyce

ENVIROM
SERVICE! . DATE/TIME/DIRECTION ‘

srsm 28 November 1989, 0730 hours, East

COMMENTS: ERCS unloading salvage drums.




TDD#: T06-8911-16 a L)

PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS f# 6

Boyce/Zeigler

DATE/TIME/DIRECTION
28 November 1989,v0735 hours, West

COMMENTS: Salvage drums staged near the

drums were overpacked.
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. PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS ’ 7
Boyce/Zeigler
DATE/TIME/DIRECTION

28 November 1989, 0735 hours, West

COMMENTS: Salvage drums staged near

drums to be overpacked.
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PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS 8

Zeigler

DATE/TIME/DIRECTION

28 November 1989, 0800 hours, West

COMMENTS: ERCS preparing decon station

and setting up exclusion zone prior to

overpacking operations.

3 PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS # 12,13
Zeigler
DATE/TIME/DIRECTION

28 November 1989, 0810 hours, South/East

COMMENTS: View of salvage drums

prior to oyg:packing.




TDD#: T06-8911-16 Pg. 4 of 17

s % PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS ¢ 14

Zeigler

DATE/TIME/DIRECTION

28 November 1989, 0834 hours, South

COMMENTS: ERCS preparing for level B .

entry into hot zone.

PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS ¢ 15
Zeigler

i“nArz/rxuslnrnzcrxou

28 November 1989, 0848 hours, West

';COHHENTSg ERCS overpacking a drum.
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CAUTION DO NOT ENTER

W TDD#: T06-8911-16

PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS

Zeigler
DATE/TIME/DIRECTION

28 November 1989, 1113 hours, South

COMMENTS: ERCS overpacking drums.

y PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS

Zeigler

DATE/TIME/DIRECTION
28 November 1989, 1117 hours, South

COMMENTS: ERCS in decon station after

exiting hot zone.




TDD#: T06-8911-16 Pg. 6 of 1@

PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS f 18

Zeigler/Boyce

DATE/TIME/DIRECTION

28 November 1989, 1240 hours, South

COMMENTS: ERCS removing overpacked

drums to staging area.

PHOTOGRAPHER /WITNESS # 26
Zeigler

DATE/TIME/DIRECTION ‘

28 November 1989, 1422 hours, Southwest

COMMENTS: ERCS overpacking drums with

the aid of the fork lift.




TDD#: T06-8911-16 Pg. / of 17

PHROTOGRAPHER/WITNESS ? 28

Zeigler

DATE/TIME/DIRECTION

29 November 1989, 0812 hours, North

COMMENTS: ERCS opening a drum during

_drum sampling operations.

PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS f# 30

_Zeigler

DATE/TIME/DIRECTION .
29 November 1989, 1435 hours, East

COMMENTS: ERCS Chemist hazard catagorizing

samples of drum contents .




TDD#: T06-8911-16 Pg. 8 of 17

PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS # 31

Zeigler

 DATE/TIME/DIRECTION

29 November 1989, 1510 hours Southwest

COMMENTS: ERCS removing and druming

potentially contaminated soil.

X PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS ¢ 32
. Zeigler

DATE/TIME/DIRECTION
29 November 1989, 1545, Southwest

COMMENTS: Site areas number 1 and 2

(see site sketch) after drum removal

and excavation.




TDD#: T06-8911-16 Pe. 9 of 1§

PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS f 34

Zeigler

DATE/TIME/DIRECTION
29 November 1989, 1635 hours, East

COMMENTS: TAT Leshi collecting composite ‘

soil sample.

PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS g3

Zeigler

DATE/TIME/DIRECTION .

29 November 1989, 1645 hours, South

COMMENTS: Sample area number 3 (see site

sketch) after drum removal and excavation.




TDD#: TO06-8911-16 Pg. 10 of 17

PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS # 36

Boyce

DATE/TIME/DIRECTION

30 November 1989, 0935 hours, North

COMMENTS: Drums in enclosed area awaiting .

analytical results.




DD#:  T06-8911-16 Pg. 11  of

17

PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS # 19

Zeigler

DATE/TIME/DIRECTION
28 November 1989, 1249 hours, North

COMMENTS: PRP drums (numbers 1, 3, 4,

5) overpacked for disposal.

PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS # 20
Zeigler

DATE/TIME/DIRECTION

28 November 1989, 1251 hours Southeast

COMMENTS: Drums (numbers 16 and 17) PRP

has overpacked for disposal.




8 TDD# :_T06-8911-16 Pg. 12 of 1D

5

B PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS ¥ 21

Zeigler

‘iDATEITIHE/DIRECTION

28 November 1989, 1254 hours, North

COMMENTS: _Drums (numbers 11, 13, 14, 15) (@)

the PRP has overpacked.

PHOTOGRAPHER /WITNESS f22
Zeigler

DATE/TIME/DIRECTION .
28 November 1989, 1258 hours, West




TDD#: T06-8911-16 Pg. 13 of

1z

PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS ¢ 23

Zeigler

DATE/TIME/DIRECTION
28 November 1989, 1300

| COMMENTS: Drums PRP has overpacked for

disposal (numbers 9, 10, and 12).




TOD#: _  T06-8911-16 Pg. 14 of 17

PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS oy

Zeiglex
DATE/TIME/DIRECTION

19 June 1990, 0935 hours, West to North

COMMENTS: ERCS returning sample jars to

the drums from which they were taken.




TDD#:  10g_g8911-16 Pg. 15 of 17

PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS ',

Zeigler

DATE/TIME/DIRECTION

19 Iune 1990, 0952 hours, North

COMMENTS : ERCS disposing of sample jars.

PHOTOGRAPHER /WITNESS f 5

Zeigler

DATE/TIME/DIRECTION ‘

19 June 1990, 1005 hours, West

COMMENTS: __ ERCS staging drums for loading

onto the Chem Waste truck.




TOD#: 10¢-g8911-14 Pg. 14 of 17

PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS L

Zejgler

DATE/TIME/DIRECTION

-

—19 June 1990, 1024 hours, North
S

COMMENTS: _ ppcg loading drums onto Chem

Waste truck.

PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS L

-~ Zelgler
DATE/TIME/DIRECTION .

19 June 1990, 1024 hours, North

COMMENTS: ERCS loading drums onto Chem

Waste truck.




TDD#: T06-8911-16 Pg. 17 of 17

PHOTOGRAPHER/WITNESS L)

Zeigler

DATE/TIME/DIRECTION

19 June 1990, 1040 hours, North

COMMENTS: _ ERCS loading drums onto Chem

Waste truck.

PHOTOGRAPHER /WITNESS ¢t 3

Zeigler

DATE/TIME/DIRECTION ‘

19 June 1990, 1040 hours. North

COMMENTS: ERCS loading drums onto Chem

Waste truck.
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